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Forward
By CinemaTyler

Thanks so much for your support! As problematic 
as it is for a number of reasons, this is such an 
interesting scene. Among all the other problems 
during the production thus far, it’s amazing that 
they managed to incorporate a real natural disaster 
into the movie. 

In my opinion, the weird sex-for-fuel subplot really 
messes with how the audience views the characters. 
The characters, here, as supposed to be likable 
instead of interesting. A scene like this appears in 
Full Metal Jacket with the men haggling with the 
prostitute, but it makes sense because Kubrick keeps 
us at a distance from all of the characters–even 

Joker. In Full Metal Jacket, we can find the characters 
deplorable and interesting at the same time and 
even a scene like the prostitute scene works with 
Joker’s arc and the overall themes of the movie. 
In Apocalypse Now, this scene is like reaching for 
too many themes at once and, because everything 
has been set up to make these characters relatable, 
having them engage in such a scene has an effect 
that I believe Coppola didn’t intend. I thought it 
might be interesting to try re-framing the scene in a 
way that fixes some of these problems. Check it out. 
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Characters

Jerry Zeismer:
The Left-Hand. Along with playing one of the most mysterious 
characters in the movie, Zeismer would assist Coppola in completing 
his vision. He would give everything to the project, including giving 
up his chance to rest by staying behind during the hiatus to make 
sure the production was getting back on its feet. 

Francis Ford Coppola: 
The Hero. A director coming off the massive success of The 
Conversation and The Godfather parts I and II is about to embark 
on a journey that will test his limits—physically, mentally, and 
spiritually. Will he change the film industry? Will he survive?

Eleanor Coppola: 
The Eyes. It is through Eleanor Coppola’s eyes that we will see most of 
the story of the making of Apocalypse Now. Her documentary Hearts 
of Darkness: A Filmmaker’s Apocalypse will have the honor of being 
a making-of documentary that many consider almost as good as the 
film itself.

Martin Sheen:
The Face. An actor yearning to become a movie star will go through
a journey similar to his character, Willard. In order to exorcise his
demons, he must face his one true enemy… himself.



Milius’ Medevac Scene
You can see in this original version of the scene, Willard is played as 
sort of what we would consider today to be a modern-day antagonist. 
It almost reads more like a John Milius sexual fantasy than a complex 
gray-area scene. Considering even Milius seemed to be embarrassed 
for having written it, you can see how it nearly ruins the characters we 
have invested so much time in so far. 
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Hey, you! Come here!

Here is a new treatment I threw together 
that re-frames the scene in such a way that 
it doesn’t make our patrol boat crew out to 
be predatory opportunists. Apologies for 
the clichés. 

Medevac Scene
When the patrol boat docks at the battered 
medevac location, Willard, Chef, and Lance go take 
a look around. Chief asks Clean to stay behind with 
him while he looks at a problem with the boat’s 
engine. Willard, Chef, and Lance walk around the 
evacuation center–muddy and half-destroyed 
destroyed by the rain that continues to beat down. 

The three come across two barefoot soldiers 

making their way through the mud. Willard asks 
where the commanding officer is and one of the 
soldiers says that he stepped on a land mine a while 
ago and that he doesn’t know who is in command 
anymore. 

A voice calls out to them from a tent nearby. It is 
the agent from the earlier Playboy show. The agent 
asks the three men to come to the tent to talk. 
Willard isn’t sure, but Chef and Lance recognize 
him from the show and head over, hoping the 
Bunnies are nearby. Willard follows. 

When they enter the dark damp tent, sure enough, 
they see the three Playboy Bunnies from the 
show at Hau Phat huddled around a small stove. 
Chef and Lance scramble to make themselves 
presentable while Willard crosses his arms. The 
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agent asks where they are headed and Willard 
butts in saying it doesn’t matter and tells the 
Agent to get to the point. The Agent says that their 
helicopter was confiscated help to evacuate the 
wounded from Operation Brute Force and it was 
brought back without enough fuel to make it to 
Saigon. He tells them that they have been stranded 
there for two days and asks for some fuel so they 
can leave. Willard says no. 

Chef and Lance ask Willard if they can, at least, 
hang out for a while. Willard agrees and Chef and 
Lance go over to talk to the Bunnies. 

Meanwhile, back at the boat, Chief and Clean work 
on the engine. Chief asks Clean to start the engine 
when he says so. Chief tinkers with the engine for 
a bit and then calls out to Clean. Clean turns the 
starter and it works. Clean asks Chief if he learned 
all this stuff in the army. Chief tells him that he 
used to be a mechanic back in the States. 

In the tent, Lance and Chef are having a great time 
with the Bunnies. The Bunnies are impressed by 
Lance’s surfing and Chef ’s culinary training. They 
have been surviving on canned food and Chef 
shows them how to make it taste better. Willard 
sits in a corner and one of the Bunnies asks what 
his deal is. Lance and Chef say that they don’t know 
much about him. One of the Bunnies says that she 
can do a Tarot card reading on him to figure him 
out. 

She takes his hand and leads him into an 
administrative tent. Willard reluctantly goes with 
her. The Agent and the two other Bunnies exchange 
glances. One of the Bunnies asks Chef to go to the 
Huey with him so she can show him where she is 
keeping her birds away from the rain. Lance and 

the third Bunny sneak off to the surgical tent. 

In the administrative tent, the Bunny begins the 
Tarot card reading. She flips over cards and tells 
him that he is on a great journey. She asks where 
he is going and he says it’s classified. She flips over 
some more cards and tells him that he has been on 
this journey for a long time and that he is looking 
for somebody. She implies that the person he 
might be looking for is himself. He asks her how 
the journey ends. She has him pick a card. He picks 
one and turns it over. It is the ‘Death’ card. His eyes 
widen, but she tells him that the Death card doesn’t 
necessarily mean death–just the end of something 
and the beginning of something else. 

In the Huey, Chef and the Bunny start to get frisky. 
He reveals that he has her centerfold and takes it 
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around everywhere with him. He gets her to put on 
a wig and poses her to look the way she does in the 
picture. He finally gets everything perfect and tells 
her that he can’t believe he is here with her. She 
tells him that the pose isn’t right–she was posed 
differently in the centerfold. He argues that he has 
been looking at it every day for months and that 
she’s wrong. He brings the picture out of his pocket 
and unfolds it. She looks at it and says, “That’s Miss 
December. I’m Miss May.”

Finally, in the surgical tent, the Bunny moves 
closer to Lance and puts her hand on his thigh. 
He asks her what it was like during the Playboy 
show. She says that she felt like a zoo animal with 
everyone staring at her. Lance starts rubbing the 
Bunny’s shoulders and she begins to cry. He asks 
her what is wrong. She said that ‘they’ made her do 
things that she didn’t want to do. She starts talking 
cryptically about what sounds like sexual assaults 
by the agent and people in the industry. She reveals 
to Lance that she thought if she had sex with him, 
they might be able to get some fuel so they can go 
back home. 

When the three men arrive back at the boat, they 
agree to give the Bunnies some fuel. Chief protests 
and thinks that they traded fuel for sex. Annoyed, 
he tells them that if they run out of fuel during a 
firefight, he wants to know if it was worth it. 

When the three bring the barrel of fuel to Bunnies’ 
tent, Willard brings the Agent into the other tent. 
Willard pulls a gun on the Agent and tells him that 
he knows about the sexual assaults. He tells the 
Agent that there are plenty of corpses around no 
one will question what happened to him. The Agent 
cries and begs and, ultimately, Willard lets him go. 
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PLAYBOY SCENE

Great essay, Bill Graham had a tragic life, he escaped the holocaust, changed his 
name to Graham only to die in a tragic helicopter accident.

gotta love that slow realization of dread and confusion on McGraw’s face as she 
realizes he’s going to get going and going and not being sure what he’s going to say 
next

There comes a point at which the “powers that be” have to back down 
and allow the real doers to have their say.   It reminds me of an episode 
during the Oscar selection screening for Visual Effects nominations.   It 
was the year Titanic was nominated, and James Cameron appeared to 
speak about the film and its effects.   Each speaker was limited to a few 
minutes to deliver their information, and were signaled by a light bulb next 
to the podium when they exceeded their allotted time.    James Cameron 
quickly exceeded his time, and when the light turned on, he glibly quoted 
something he had heard from another renown figure, “When you have 
something say,  take your time”,  then casually reached to the glowing light 
bulb, unscrewed it, and continued speaking for 5 or 10 more minutes.

1:43 I had no idea that a playboy bunny went out there for the troops, miss collins is 
a damn American hero for that and a good patriot and a woman that cared for our 
fighting boys in Vietnam. The amount of hate most of the entertainment industry as 
well as most of the youth showed towards men of that war was intense and it was 
real and for her to go out there to the country itself to show that people still care

5:51 “There were 1500 English and American extras including students” – the back 
rows were high school kids from the corporate compounds in Manilla. My friend 
Mitch was one of them, his dad then working for Mobil – he said they were all given 
haircuts, Army clothes, and fake cameras to hold.
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PLAYBOY SCENE

Your work on this series is truly OUTSTANDING! I don’t know if I’ve seen every episode 
yet (don’t think so!), but as they pop up, and I get a chance to see another, it’s really 
awe-inspiring, to learn so much about one of my favorite films, and obviously, one of 
the greatest films ever made; these vignettes only attest to that even more!

I live in Asia and have traveled extensively throughout The Philippines. I think people 
should be aware, that the 3 locations used in “The Philippines”, aren’t exactly near 
each other, despite all in one country. Philippines is a MASSIVE country, and Iba, 
discussed here, is on the west coast of Luzon (the main and biggest island, the 15th 
largest island in the world!), while Laguna, and Pagsanjan River, are in central Luzon, 
while Baler Bay is way up on the east coast of Luzon. Each is FAR AWAY from any 
significantly sized ‘cities’. These places are many, many hours of travel apart from 
one another (without airports), on tiny roads that can only be described as utility 
grade TODAY!... I can’t imagine what shape they were in during the mid-70s.

On one of my trips (about 5 years ago), I met a couple of people who worked on 
production with A.N., and we chatted all evening over drinks at a beach bar... They 
told me several stories about the production, and it was great to meet them. As your 
series shows, it must have been one hell of a ride making A.N. !!! Cheers

What I love most about this scene is Willard’s indifference to the whole thing.  All 
the others are foaming at the mouth like wild animals, thrown into hysteria by some 
female flesh. Whereas Willard seems unimpressed, unmoved by it all, his mission is 
what matters and he’s not distracted by sexuality.  This is kind of a metaphor for a 
man’s life in general, he has to stay focused on his mission, weak men get dragged 
off course by the lure of sex and never reach their potential.

“Charlie didn’t get much USO,” was the only line reference to the USO. They did sneak 
it in!

A number of the extras in the scene were missionary kids from very conservative 
families who had no idea what was going to be filmed.
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THANK YOU!!!
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