The Most Important Thing
Ukulele Players Aren’t Practicing
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Key of Lesson: C

BPM of Lesson: 80

Chords needed: C, Em, F, Am

Video Tutorial: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ElElhmjVnfo
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Strum pattern of backing track
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Some- where 0- ver the rain bow way up high
The first thing that you want to do is turn this melody into tabs.

*If you don’t know how to read sheet music check out our 4 part series,
you can learn enough from just the first video to repeat these exercises
from today’s lesson.

Lesson 1 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ve4BK. ..
Lesson 2 -https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kqgnH. ..
Lesson 3 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjQiv...
Lesson 4 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4HLNn. ..



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1E1hmjVnfo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ve4BK9wBhbA&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kqnH5Ez0TE&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjQiv1pYpag&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4HLNn8qcmFg&t=0s

Now we have it tabbed out, making it easier to play, I like to print the
sheet music and do this part with pen and paper or I do it directly into
my tab writing software called GuitarPro.
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With this you are able to play along and hum, sing things like “la la la”
“oh oh oh” etc. Note, when you are singing a note you are only singing
vowels, you will never sing a consonant, you will always sing a vowel so
you can also run through the melody making each vowel sound, both short
and long.

After doing that a couple of times you can start to sing along with the
melody that you are playing, for male voices you will more than likely be
singing an entire octave below the melody or you’ll be singing in
falsetto.

If you have an old piano or keyboard around the house sing along with it
instead, the ukulele isn’t the best singing instructor, but it will do if
you have nothing else.

If you do this process with a song you want to master your final product
will be much sharper and more professional, this will take your cover up
to the next level for sure, and if you only go this far with the exercise
it will help you become a better musician, but, we can also study our
melody. So now let’s give each melody an interval.

Intervals for the C major scale
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Our melody with all the notes given their respective interval.

Root Root 7th 5th 6th 7th Root Root 6th S5th
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Some- where 0- ver the rain- bow way up high
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Extra help with intervals https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=£fab90AjfYzc



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fab90AjfYzc

The next thing I like to do is look at how each of those intervals relate
to the underlying harmony
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In the first measure we play a C note over the C, that is easy to see why,
then we play another C note, the root note over an A minor. The notes in
an A minor are A E C, so a C is a chord tone. That means in any key the vi
chord, in this case A minor, sounds great with the major root.
Understanding that will help me both in composition and in improvisation.

The second measure has a 7t to kick off the phrase over an E minor. The
notes in an E minor are E G B, B is the 7" degree, that means when I am
composing with the 7t* degree I can place it over the iii chord with no
problem, again very valuable information. Even more so when you consider
that the 4t and 7" intervals are the hardest to compose with and the most
dissonant sounding notes in the major key, so much so that the pentatonic
scale removes them entirely.

The phrase then goes down to a G note, another chord tone then plays an A
note, this is note in my E minor. The A note in this context is used as a
passing tone to connect the 5% and 7" interval, so the 6™ works as a
great connector of those two notes.

Next over the C the 7™ degree is played. This B note resolves up to the C
and it sounds very nice and complete, so I know that the 7" can always
just move up a note to the root and it sounds great, also over the C it
makes a Cmaj7 chord, so playing the 7" over my I chord gives a cool jazzy
sound.

The third measure is a C note and A note, the F chord is F A C, these are
just two chord tones.

Lastly the phrase finishes on the 5% interval, the G note, over a C chord,
which is C E G, this is a nice, safe, comfortable resolution with a stable
tone over a stable chord. This type of breakdown will help your
understanding of melody and music tremendously.



The last thing I do is use this information to create my own melody.
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Here I was inspired by the use of the octaves in the first phrase but I
added an extra note to create movement.

In the second measure I decided to stay on the 7" interval, the B note, to
emphasis that jazz sound over the C chord

In the third measure I also used chord tones but instead of C and A I used
A and F

And lastly instead of resolving on the G note I chose the C note, another
stable and safe resolution.

This is how I can take the melody and use the same elements, just slightly
modified, to create my own interesting and unique melody. I would later
add lyrics, this type of melody first composition can yield very powerful
results. The Beatles would always work the melody out before the lyrics,
Elton John only writes the melody and someone else actually writes his
lyrics for him!

Melody equals power!!! Give it the attention it deserves, and you will
become a better Ukulele player, in fact, dare I say, a better.. musician!



